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FOREWORD

From its earliest beginnings the Swedish labour movement has had many contacts, close
relations and collaboration with the labour movement in other countries and the
Scandinavian and international organisations held in common. This exchange and col-
laboration has left its marks on both the archives and collections of books preserved at the
Labour Movement Archives and Library that social history research and, in particular, the
historiograhy of the labour movement have been able to exploit over the years.

Living archives and living libraries reflect what is going on in our own country and the
world about us. This applies to a very high degree to the Labour Movement Archives and
Library (ARAB) which is now in 2002 celebrating its hundredth birthday. The anniversary
is a natural occasion for presenting part of the institution’s material in more detail, par-
ticularly that of international import.

The 150 years over which the Swedish labour movement has developed and, in particular, the
dramatic century during which the institution has existed have left many impressions on the
collections. In them we can find material on the Spanish solidarity movement, particularly
in the 1930s, and on those for Vietnam and Chile including the 1960s and *70s, on refugees
during the Nazi petiod, on relations with the Soviet Union, African countries and Swedish
emigrants in the USA. There is a large quantity of documents that shed light on Swedish
involvement in Scandinavian and international collaboration, in disarmament and peace,
union rights and vocational education. Contacts with authors in many countries can be
" documented using ARAB’s material as can the international activities of prominent
Swedish personalities, particularly those of the social democratic and trade union move-
ments, from Hjalmar Branting via Arne Geijer, Alva Myrdal and Olof Palme to Ingvar
Carlsson. What is more, there is also unique material on, for example, the progress of the -

revolutions of 1848 with their various features, both immediately original and highly topi-
cal. ‘

The articles in this presentation, written by archivists and librarians at ARAB, are grouped into
three main sections: foreign archives - subject oriented presentations - internationalism in
some Swedish archives and collections. Each article is followed by a list of relevant articles
and collections and a selection of works based on such material. The research potential in
this material and elsewhere that has not found a place in the articles is tremendous and it
should be even better exploited than has been the case hitherto. We hope that this presen-
tation - as a kind of sampler- will serve this end.

Stockholm, February 2002

Karin Englund

Director




Martin Grass

A treasure chest for research

International archives material at ARAB

Right from the start the Arbetarrdrelsens arkiv och biblio-
tek ARAB [the Labour Movement Archives and Library]
in Stockholm opened the windows unto the world
beyond Sweden. The result is extensive holdings of (a)
foreign archives and (b) internationally oriented collec-
tions, along with (c) international material in the
Swedish archives and collections. The essays in this book,
written by ARAB’s archivists and librarians, are structu-
red according to these categories. As will be shown ARAB
offers most valuable and important material for research
outside Sweden and in international fields.!

The oldest foreign archives are, incidentally, For-
eningen for socialismens fremme i Sverrig [Union for the
advancement of socialism in Sweden] (Copenhagen), a
support organisation for August Palm’s agitation and
for the establishment of trade unions in Skine, presu-
mably constituted in the autumn of 1883 (runs to one
slim box). The latest material originates from the
Independent Commission on Global Governance (chai-
red by Sweden’s former Prime Minister, Ingvar Carlsson),
up until the commission was wound up in June 2001.

Acquisition through contacts and exchanges

It was the librarians Fredrik Nilsson and Oscar Borge
who proposed that Stockholm Workers’ Library should
establish a Labour Movement Archives and Library.
Work started on 14 June 1902, the idea being that the
archives should be directed principally toward the
Swedish labour movement. However, an international
perspective was established from the outset. Here one
may cite, on the one hand, the purchase of foreign litera-
ture and, on the other, a regular exchange of organisa-
tions’ printed matter from the Swedish labour move-
ment for ‘the more important printed works of equiva-
lent foreign organisations’. The Labour Movement
Archives - which became the name of the department
and after 1906 of the independent institution - immedi-
ately set about collecting material aiming principally at
printed matter, ‘however trivial or insignificant it may
be’ (as the aforementioned proposal put it) and interes-
ting, ‘illuminating’ documents -
The first foreign material arrived during 1905, As far
as it can be determined from correspondence and annu-
“al reports, it came principally from the USA where con-
tact had been made with the John Crerar Library in

Chicago and with the Department of Commerce and
Labor, the Bureau of Labor, in Washington DC.
However, almost as early, yet even more important are
the contacts with Germany which had a significant
influence on the Swedish labour movement during its
first period. Wilhelm Jansson, a Swedish gardener, was
chiefly responsible for arranging these contacts. He had
emigrated to Germany in 1897 and came to play an
important role in the German Trade Union Confede-
ration as well as being an intermediary between the
German and Swedish labour movements (see my contri-
bution on Wilhelm Jansson’s papers). Printed matter was
also received from Norway and Denmark and, according
to the annual report for 1905, from Hauptverein fiir
Volkswohlfahrt [General Association for Public Welfare]
in Hannover, the Musée Sociale in Paris and the Austrian
Trade Union Confederation. In 1905, it was reported
that 102 foreign organisations were represented in the
archives section: from Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, the Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and
the USA. In Redogorelse for Arbetarrirelsens arkiv [Report on
the Labour Movement Archives], 1905, Oscar Borge, the
director of the Archives, describes ‘the foreign collection’
as ‘still very insignificant since it consists almost exclusi-
vely of printed material that has accidentally come into
the ownership of private individuals who then handed it
over to the Archives’.

When one reads these compilations and lists of ‘donors’,
particularly the foreign ones, in the annual reports for every
year up to 1938, a very misleading impression can result.
They actually seldom report deliveries of records from the
stated organisations but rather material, sometimes almost
exclusively printed matter, that has indeed been produced
by those organisations but may have been handed over by
anyone at all. For a relatively long time no clear distinction
was made at ARAB between donors and creators of records,
the principle of provenance was not fully respected and no
clear distinction was drawn between archives and collec-
tions. Documents were collected together into ‘archives’
(really collections), removed from archives and compiled as
new ‘archives’ including foreign ones such as the Sozial-
demokratische Partei Deutschlands (German Social
Democratic Party) and the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, or else printed documents were transferred to the
library with other ‘miscellaneous’ material (for example
posters and photographs) to special collections. However,




despite this interference, the collected material and printed
matter, including the foreign items, and the collections that
were formed naturally have great informative and research
value. This is very much thanks to varied and extensive
material having been taken care of and preserved so early on
and so ambitiously.

Holdings profile

With the help of ARAB’s holdings register it is possible to
construct a comprehensive profile. This reveals that 150 of
the 4,838 archives and collections registered up to now are
classified as international in the sense of foreign archives and
internationally oriented collections. Personal papers predo-
minate (47). The German group is appreciably the lar-
gest (43), here too the majority are personal papers (36), all of
them coming from either political refugees forced into exile
after 1933 or exile organisations. Way behind come the
Scandinavo-American archives (24), among them 4 fragmen-
tary private archives, and then the Scandinavian archives (6).

The earliest foreign archival documents came from the
USA, from Skandinaviska socialistiska arbetareférbundet
[Scandinavian Socialist Workers’ Federation], which contact-
ed the Archives in September 1906 and offered records. The
intermediary was August Palm who had visited the USA in
the summer of 1906. The Swedes in the Scandinavo-
American organisatic.s felt a natural bond with the old
country and naturally turned to The Labour Movement
Archives in Sweden. They were aware that they were preser-
ving their own history and offering the opportunity for the
writing of a broader historiography than the ‘official’ one,
and this, according to its initiators, Oscar Borge and Fredrik
Nilsson, was the object and basis of a Labour Movement
Archives. These supplies of archives from the USA were the
first contributions to this valuable, although not very large,
stock from Scandinavo-American organisations, and people
active in them, held at ARAB. Ulf Jénson’s contribution has
more to say on this.

The post-1933 German refugees were also naturally drawn
to ARAB. The Archives became a meeting place where
newspapers and periodicals could be read, and a number of
emigrants were employed as archives workers. Many of the
emigrants remained in Sweden after 1945 and their papers
consequently ended up at ARAB. From the Archives’ point of
view this meant a timely and energetic attempt to collect and
save that special source material produced in exile. The exten-
sive exile stock, chiefly personal papers, has been used very
frequently over the years, especially by foreign researchers.
There is substantial ‘supplementary material in Swedish ar-
chives at ARAB, for example those of Arbetarrorelsens flyk-
tinghjilp [Labour Movement Refugee Relief], Internationella
Roda hiilpen - Svenska sektionen [International Red Aid -
Swedish Section], the syndicalist movement’s organisation
Sveriges arbetares centralorganisation SAC [Central Organ-

isation of Swedish Workers] and in the archives of the orga-
nisations and people who had contact with and helped the
emigrants (there is more detail on this in my contribution on
the ‘German speaking’ archives).

Between Scandinavia and Vietnam

The group of Nordic archives consists chiefly of those of
Nordic trade union organisations. When the secretariats of
these organisations were based in Sweden, the records were
likely to end up at ARAB. The largest is that of Nordens fack-
liga samorganisation [Council of Nordic Trade Unions], and
there are also some from the textile, leather and garment
workers trade union federations. Those of the Nordic trade
union federations contain interesting material that hitherto
has seldom been used for research. The same is true of
Arbetarrorelsens nordiska samarbetskommitté SAMAK
[Joint Committee of the Nordic Social Democratic Labour
Movement| and its precursors (for a more detailed account,
see my article on the Scandinavian archives in this book).

In this context I would also point out the compendious col-
lections (27) relating to the international trade union federa-
tions, the so-called trade Internationals, which have been
generally overlooked - as have the large collections on the
socialist Internationals (from 1889 to the present day) and
trade union Internationals. In the archives of Lands-
organisationen LO [Swedish Trade Union Confederation],
sepatate trade unions and Sveriges Socialdemokratiska arbe-
tareparti SAP [Social Democratic Party of Sweden], both
international and Scandinavian contacts are naturally well
documented as are those of the SAC, the communist parties
and the women’s and youth organisations. There is additio-
nal material in the private archives of the people involved in
the Internationals and Scandinavian co-operation (more
about this in my article on international collections and
archives).

As already stated, Internationalism at ARAB’ also means
international material in the Swedish archives. It is natu-
rally impossible to give an overall account of the internatio-
nal content of these archives. The holdings register and
other finding aids can guide us only in a limited way. On the
one hand there are archives from internationally oriented -
organisations - solidarity and relief organisations and fri-
endship societies, on the other, those from people who were
involved in this type of activity. These archives contain a
wealth of information about other countries and contacts
with organisations and authorities and people in them.
Lucy Viedma writes about relief aid for Spain during and
after the Civil War and how solidarity work with Chile is
reflected in our documents, Lars Gogman on that with
Vietnam. Ulf Jénson writes about Africa and also the Aftica
Solidarity Groups in Sweden.

Regarding the USA I should also mention the Swedish
Sacco and Vanzetti Defence Committee, Angela Davis Work




Group and the United Farm-workers Support Committee.
Other examples of international solidarity include Demo-
kratiska hjidlpkommittén for Tyskland [Democratic Relief
Committee for Germany| and Svenska kommittén for
Greklands demokrati [Swedish Committee for Democracy
in Greece] and it is self-evidently vital to mention Arbetar-
rorelsens internationella centrum [Labour Movement Inter-
national Centre] now called Olof Palmes internationella
centrum [Olof Palmes international centre]. Other impor-
tant archives originate in friendship societies: Svensk-
kubanska foreningen [Swedish-Cuban Association],
Svensk-ungerska foreningen [Swedish-Hungarian Asso-
ciation|, Férbundet Sverige - DDR [Swedish-DDR Feder-
ation] and Férbundet Sverige-Sovjetunionen [ Swedish -
Soviet Union Federation)].

Conversely, there is material on international contacts in
various guises in almost all the archives of political, trade
union and other national organisations and in many perso-
nal papers. To take a thematic example, international peace
and disarmament issues, the League of Nations and the
United Nations are documented, in, inter alia, the papers of
Hjalmar Branting, Rickard Sandler, Catl Johan Bjorklund,
Alva and Gunnar Myrdal, Tage Erlander, Bertil Svahnstrom,
Inga Thorsson, Maj-Britt Theorin, Olof Palme, Sten
Andersson, Pierre Schori and Ingvar Carlsson. Here is also
found for example, Arbetarrdrelsens fredsforum [Labour
Movement Peace Forum| and Svenska kvinnor for fred
[Swedish Women for Peace]. See Stellan Andersson’s article
for a detailed discussion of this.

During the major upheaval in Eastern Europe during the
1990s focus turned once more-on the archives of the
Swedish communist organisations and the personal papers
of for instance Ture Nerman, Zeth Héglund, Nils Lind, Carl
Johan Bjérklund, Per Emil Brusewitz and Paul Olberg.
There many hoped to find information about the Soviet
Union, including Swedish-Russian contacts. The Russian
photograph and poster collections can also be mentioned in
this context. Lars Gogman has written more on the subject
of Swedish-Russian contacts and the Soviet Union.

Stellan Andersson illustrates what an exceptional examp-
le Gunnar Myrdal’s papers are as a source for contacts with
the international scientific community (particularly in the
USA). Mats Myrstener describes how foreign authors are
well represented in the correspondence of the publisher
Tiden forlag and in the smaller archives from Axel
Holmstrom’s publishing company.

‘Globalisation’ — in archives and library

On considering ARAB’s total stock over the course of
time, it is the contacts with Germany that have left behind
the most extensive material. This applies in particular to the
period up to the 1940s. Not only do we have source materi-
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al that sheds light on the important relationship with the
German labour movement, there are also essential sources
on the history of that movement up to the end of the
Second World War. This, from one point of view is some
compensation for the many archives lost in Germany. After
the Second World War the picture changes: contacts have
partly broadened, partly become globalised; in the relevant
archives from this time it is perhaps no longer labour move-
ment contacts that predominate, whilst the new move-
ments in the Third World, for example, are now also well
represented.

In the library’s stock in patticular there is extremely rare
material concerning international and foreign affairs. One
example is that by or about the utopians, the Paris
Commune of 1870 and the Spanish Civil War, but not least
amongst these, as by way of conclusion Marie Hedstrém
shows in her contribution, is that of the year of revolutions,
1848, again starting in Paris.

On ARAB’s 50th anniversary in 1952 Ture Nerman wrote
that the archives had ‘from the outset a clear internationa-
list focus and its windows open to the world’.2 The result
is an extensive stock of international archives and interna-
tionally oriented collections along with a significant inter-
national contribution of printed matter, periodicals and
literature in the library section. Most profitable, however,
has been the international involvement of organisations -
and people resulting in the breadth and wealth of the inter-
national material that has thus gradually ended up in the
Labour Movement Archives and Library in Stockholm.

NOTES

1. See also my articles in Arbetarhistoria 63-64 (1992/1993), pp
2-7: For 90 &r sedan grundades Arbetarrérelsens arkiv och bib-
liotek. Nedslag i correspondensen 1902-1912. [The Labour
Movement Archives and Library was founded 90 years ago. An
immersion into the correspondence 1902-1912]; in
Arbetarhistoria 75-76 (1995), pp 37-41:...och fénstren 5ppna
for utblickar’. Internationellt arkivmaterial p& ARAB [‘...and its
windows open to the world’. International archives material at
ARABY; in Arkiv hemma och ute. Arsbok for Riksarkivet och landsarki-
ven 1995, [Archives at home and abroad. National and Provincial
Archives Yearbook 1995], pp 90-196: Internationellc material i
arbetarrorelsens arkiv och bibliotek [International material in
the Labour Movement Archives and Library].

2. Ture Nerman: | internationalismens tjénst [In the Service of
Internationalism], in Havd och handling. Arbetarrérelsens arkiv 50 dr
[Tradition and Document. 50 years of The Labour Movement
Archives], Stockholm 1952, pp 50-53.

Martin Grass is a historian and archivist.




Martin Grass

‘The strongest bridge between the Nordic peoples’
Scandinavian archives and collections

The Scandinavian collaboration between workers’ organi-
sations, usually called ‘workers’ Scandinavianism’, played
an important part in the formation of the social democ-
ratic and trade union organisations in the Nordic
countries. Intra-Scandinavian organisations do occur,
among stonemasons, saddlers and upholsterers, for
example, but the main form of collaboration was between
the various national political and trade union organisa-
tions partly in Scandinavian associations and partly
through regular or occasional Nordic meetings and con-
ferences. This cooperation may be characterised as regio-
nal internationalism, structured in organisational terms
as a network of collaboration between international and
various regional and national organisations. Workers’
Scandinavianism - or really workers’ Nordicism - has
changed over time as the Social Democrats acquired an
increasing dominance as the ruling party in the Scandi-
navian countries and the trade union movement became
a powerful lobby. It has also been a part in international
co-operation on various levels. As early as 1934, Per Albin
Hansson, the Swedish Prime minister, was pointing out
in a speech that ‘Interest is increasingly focusing on cut-
rent political issues - national, Scandinavian, internatio-
nal. Workers’. Scandinavianism is thus being diluted,
while still retaining its own working methods. It is in-
creasingly linked to the general aspiration toward intra-
Scandinavian understanding and now has the basis for
playing a leading part in the collaboration of the
Scandinavian states both in its special concerns and in
outward representation in international politics’.

Nine Nordic archives

Nine Nordic archives are kept at ARAB, as well as a num-
ber of collections. Half of these archives originate from
associations of Nordic trade unions, headed by the very
extensive fonds of Nordens fackliga samorganisation
NFS [Council of Nordic Trades Unions]. Besides these,
there are two co-ordination committees for the social
democratic and the trade union labour movement. There
are two archival problems associated with these Nordic
archives, as with other international ones. In the first
place these fonds constitute subdivisions, namely those
from the time the secretariat was located in Sweden. The
organisations’ secretariats used to rotate between the
Nordic capitals but there were also permanent secretari-
ats as, for example, that of NFS in Stockholm. Also, under
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the statutes, the practice in the event of dissolution was
for the materijal to remain with the organisation whence
the secretary came. It is not always simple to trace the
other parts of the fonds in other Nordic labour move-
ment archives or at the organisations.

The second problem is that work for the various
Nordic organisations is dealt with within the Swedish
organisation, for example a trade union. The specific sec-
retariat was placed quite close to the organisation’s acti-
vities. An unequivocal distinction was not always drawn
between the Nordic association’s records and those of the
Swedish organisation, for example, the Swedish trade
union’s correspondence with the Nordic one. It is not cer-
tain that attention was always paid to this during
arrangement work or indeed that it was possible to diffe-
rentiate between the different records or separate out the
Nordic ones. Therefore, and to obtain supplementary infor-
mation generally, it is necessary to consult trade unions’
archives whenever Nordic material appears in the archival
descriptions kept at ARAB. Examples of such are those from
Svenska gruvindustriarbetareférbundet [Swedish Mining
Industry Federation], Lantarbetareférbundet [Farm Workers’
Union], Transportarbetarefdrbundet [Transport. Workers’
Union] and Handelsanstilldas férbund [Commercial
Employees’ Union]|. The same is true for political and other
organisations.

The Nordic trade union secretariats had the task of
providing each other and each other’s members with
mutual support and with co-ordinating common
interests and demands. The support related both to indi-
vidual members working in the Nordic countries and affi-
liated organisation in the event of industrial disputes and
in other contexts. Their main duties involved mutual
information about and general discussion of trade union

and other relevant issues (pay, terms of employment, job -

content, working environment, economic co-operation in
Scandinavia, multi-national companies, etc.), joint pro-

jects and courses together with joint pressure in national, -

Nordic and international contexts. They also to a certain
extent took on co-ordinating the approach to internatio-
nal organisations and promoted international amalgama-
tions in their own organisations. This is illustrated in the
four fonds from Nordic trade union internationals.
Skandinaviska liderindustriarbetareunionen [Scandi-
navian Leatherworkers’ Federation] was founded in March
1921 after earlier attempts had failed. Foremost on the
agenda was mutual support for the unemployed as well as
travel subsidies. The first question was remitted to the




unions in the respective countries for decision because
the differences in treatment were too great to arrive at a
practical set of regulations. All approved members would
receive travel subsidies but this would not include trans-
fers to unions in other country. The particular cir-
cumstances were a major stumbling block, in patticular,
if ‘there was danger of open conflict’ or ‘there was mass
unemployment’. The objective was to include the Finnish
organisations in the federation and this was successful.
There was, moreover, an extension toward becoming a
joint body of all shoe and leatherworkers’ organisations
taking place with the make-up of the trade union inter-
national as a model. In discussion of the subject in
November 1935 the view was that such a body ‘would
command greater respect’. Problem-free it was not as the
debate shows and the name issue, with the principles of
the trade association or industry union as the back-
ground, was also discussed - shoe and leather or just leat-
her. Under its new statutes of 1936, the new organisation
took the name Nordiska liderindustriarbetareunionen
[Nordic Leather Industry Workers’ Federation].

With the Nazi’s seizure of power in Germany and that
country’s subsequent expansion, new issues took centre

stage. In November 1935 news arrived that the chairman
of the German Shoe Workers’ Union and one-time secte-
tary of the Shoe- and Leatherworkers’ International, Josef
Simon, held in Dachau concentration camp since May
1933, had been released but immediately re-detained. He
was ‘baade legemlig og e@konomisk brudt sammen’
[bodily and financially broken]. A collection was initiated.
Sending an ‘expert’ to Germany in order to get better
information was considered, but there were doubts as to
whether ‘this would achieve anything to the advantage of
the detainee’. A statement was issued protesting at his
inhumane treatment and demanding his release. Another
consideration was ‘that the Nazi regime in Germany
might not be that firmly rooted amongst the majority of
the population if it considers itself threatened by sick old
men of 70", Josef Simon was released and came to Sweden
via Denmark. The federation supported him along with
other deserving refugees from the German-speaking
countries and the neighbouring Scandinavian countries
through a refugee fund.

Nordiska beklidnadsarbetareférbundet [Nordic Leather
Industry Workers’ Federation] closed down in 1972. That
year a joint organisation for textile-, garment-, shoe- and

The eighth Scandinavian Labour Congress in the Peoples House in Stockholm, 2-5 September 1912.

12.




leather industry workers, Nordiska beklddnadsarbetare-
unionen, [Nordic Garment Workers’ Federation] was
founded on an international model with the subtitle
Textil, konfektion, lider [Textile, Garment, Leather].2 Its
secretariat was located in Sweden. The Federation’s fonds
contains minutes, rules, accounts, reports, correspondence
and printed matter describing activities up to 1988. There
are also tape-recordings from the annual conferences of
1979, 1984 and 198S.

Nordiska fabriksarbetarefederationen [Nordic Factory
Workers, Federation], founded in 1901 as Skandinaviska
omsesidighetskommittén [Scandinavian Committee for
Mutuality], was known from 1953-1961 as Nordiska grov-
och fabriksarbetarefederationen [Nordic General and
Factory Workers Federation].3 Their fonds consists main-
ly of minutes with appendices (inter alia, statutes, reports
and financial accounts) from 1893-1969 and correspon-
dence, also relating to courses, conferences and seminars,
from 1909-1973. '

Otherwise, there are some collections relating to the
Nordic trade union internationals (Builders and Wood-
workers, Transport Workers, Foundrymen, Saddlers and
Upholsterers) containing administrative printed matter,
mainly printed congress and conference minutes and
annual reports. There are members’ news-sheets and
other periodicals in ARAB’s library. Contacts with these
Nordic trade union internationals, as well as with organi-
sations that do not have fonds and collections at ARAB,
appear from the trade unions’ archives all of which are at
ARAB except those of the Swedish Metal Industry,
Building Industry and Municipal Workers’ Unions.

One interesting small record is that of De skandinavis-
ka huvudstidernas regleringsfond [Scandinavian Capital
Cities Regulation Fund], founded in Helsinki in 1929.
This Nordic organisation was founded by regional offices
of the associations of bricklayers in Stockholm, Copen-
hagen, Oslo and Helsinki with the aim of settling ques-
tions about membership fees for bricklayers working in
neighbouring Nordic countries and of offering one anot-
her support, for example in industrial disputes. The rat-
her sporadic material extends up to 1951.

Council of Nordic Trade Unions

The most extensive and richly endowed fonds is that of
Nordens fackliga samorganisation NES [Council of
Nordic Trade Unions]. NFS was founded in 1972 and
today consists of the Trade Union Confederations of the
Nordic countries (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway
and Sweden), the white-collar organisations and those for
people in academic professions. It is more than a labour
movement organisation but rather a general one of wage
earners. Material about the earlier co-operation of Nordic
trade union confederations is to be found mainly in the
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archive of the Swedish Trade Union Confederation (LO)
but there is also a fragment in ARAB’s collection Trade
Union Confederation Nordic Co-operation. The records
delivered so far by NFS run to 384 volumes including
documents up to 1987. They are arranged chronologically
but systematically by year according to an archival plan
and from 1977 onwards a systematised dossier plan, revi-
sed in 1979 (archived in volumes 1, 84 and 158). The
fonds are therefore structured but entry is made harder
by a chronological arrangement with recurrent subject
headings. For example, it is not possible to obtain imme-
diate access to all the minutes (presidium, council, chair-
man’s meetings) or annual reports or to documents and
periodicals published by NFS. The latter, with the excep-
tion of Facklig bulletin | Trade Union Bulletin] 1973-1976, are
not in the archives. On the other hand, NFS Information,
NFS-Bladet [NFS Leaflets} and NFS-Tema |[NFS Topics| are
available in ARAB’s library.

The task of NFES is, according to its statutes, to ‘pro-
mote the interests of trade union organisations in a wide
sense’. Its primary objectives are ‘security of employment
and income’ and ‘improved working conditions’ but also
to ‘increase its influence on social progress’. The reason
for the more permanent co-operation between the Nordic
wage earners organisations was ‘a growing trade union
interest in international affairs’ and ‘the intensified eco-
nomic and political integration of Western Europe’,
according to a presentation by NFS in 1979. There was a
need ‘to co-ordinate the behaviour of the member organi-
sations by means of an international trade union plan’,
mainly with regard to Fria fackféreningsinternationalen
[Free Trade Union International FTUI] and Europeiska
fackliga samorganisationen [European Trade Union
Association ETUA]. There was also a wish to ‘seek to
influence the official co-operative bodies at the Nordic
level’. There were also attempts to co-ordinate activities
with the Nordic Trade Union Internationals to .avoid
‘duplication of work’. Consultation and the mutual
exchange of information were the basic premises.

NFS activities are reflected in the archives, which reveal
a broad network of contacts both within and outside the
Nordic countries. From the point of view of contacts with -
member organisations (through circulars, corresponden-
ce and meetings), these appear to be with Nordic trade
union internationals. A few examples of these are Hotell
och restaurang [Hotel and Restaurant], Metall [Metal],
Byggnads och trd [Building and Woodworking], Jordbruk
och tridgird [Agriculture and Horticulture]|, Fabriks
[Factory], Transport [Transport] and Postmanna [Postal
Workers]. The same contacts were upheld with the equi-
valent white-collar organisations (for example Nordiska
bankmannaunionen [Nordic Bank Workers’ Federation]
and Nordiske funktionzrssammenslutning [Nordic
Office Workers’ Federation]). Other Nordic labour move-
ment associations were natural partners for co-operation,




for instance SAMAK, Arbetarrorelsens nordiska samar-
betskommitté [Joint committee of the Nordic Social
Democratic Labour Movement], or the Nordic Workers
Educational Association’s secretariats. From the point of
view of international trade unionism, NES was linked on
the one hand with FTUI and ETUA, and on the other with
the OECD’s trade union advisory committee (TUAC).

The whole field of European co-operation is of special
interest (EFTA, EC, economy, democratisation of the eco-
nomy, employment, migration, women, youth, consu-
mers, regional politics, etc.).# The self-evident area of acti-
vity was the Nordic countries with its intra-Nordic labour
market and the international co-operation between the
Nordic states. The Nordic Council, the Nordic Council of
Ministers, the Nordic Industrial Fund, the Nordic Invest-
ment Bank, the Scandinavian Council for Applied
Research (Nordforsk) and the Nordic Cultural Fund are
some of the co-operating bodies with which NFS had con-
tact and from which it has material in the archives. Labour
market policies, employment, industrial democracy, wor-
king conditions, workers lives, social renewal of working
life, social policy, national insurance, education, computer
issues as well as tourism and leisure are some of the sub-
jects in which the NFS was involved in the region. One
vehicle for this was the committees and working parties
such as the NFS working conditions committee, econo-
mic-political working party, incomes policy working party,
economic policy reference group, group union working
party, the equal opportunities contact group, multi-natio-
nals committee.

On top of this there is a special involvement in the third
world through the working party for the co-ordination of
aid to developing countries. Contacts with and interest in
various European, African, Asian and Latin American
countries are reflected in the fonds as well as in official
material such as ambassadorial reports. Solidarity and
relief actions were initiated and co-ordinated. Let us in
particular mention a region where many Swedish organi-
sations made a contribution, namely South Africa. There
was in addition a special South Africa group working
within the NFS. These activities are represented in the
fonds by periodicals such as Sechamba, Official Organ of the
African National Congress South Africa, and Phambili, Bulletin
published by the African National Congress (South Africa).
Another country for which solidarity work was done was
Chile. There were contacts with the Chilean Trade Union
Confederation in exile in Paris and one step was co-ordi-
nating help for imprisoned trade unionists in Chile.?

Political and trade union co-operation

Interesting and characteristic of Scandinavia are Kom-
mittén for skandinaviska arbetarrdrelsens samarbete [Co-
ordination Committee for the Scandinavian Labour

14.

Movement], and its successor SAMAK, the cooperation
agency for political, i.e. the social democratic, and the
trade union labour movement.® This co-operation which
began in 1886 through Scandinavian workers congresses
- before there were nationwide labour organisations in
Sweden and Norway - was, by a resolution of the Labour
Congress of 1912, to be intensified by means of an ‘execu-
tive body’, a co-ordination committee. Skandinaviska
samarbetskommittén [Scandinavian Co-ordination Com-
mittee| existed between 1913 and 1920. In the end, ‘it
simply disappeared’ as a consequence of the Norwegian
Social Democratic Party’s move to the left during the last
year of the First World War and affiliation to the
Communist International in 1919. The Co-ordination
Committee was made up of a social democratic and a
trade union representative from each of the Scandinavian
countries. Its management and secretariat were at first
located in Sweden but from September 1915 onwards in
Denmark. On 20 October 1917 its management was
transferred to Norway but effectively ceased to function
because of the circumstances within the party there.

The small fonds from the Scandinavian Co-ordination
Committee are partly comprised of material from the peri-
od of the Swedish secretariat, and partly correspondence
up to 1920. There are interesting documents relating to
the Scandinavian peace meetings in Meraker/Storlien,
Fredrikshald and Arvika in June-July 1914, in other words
before and unconnected with the outbreak of war’, and
others on the conference of social democrats from the
neutral countries held on 17-18 January 1915 in Copen-
hagen.® Because of the First World War the Co-ordina-
tion Committee, which was supposed to engage in practi-
cal Scandinavian labour politics, ended up being involved
mainly in the peace efforts of the neutral social democ-
rats. There is additional material at ARAB in the archives
of Sveriges socialdemokratiska arbetareparti SAP [Social
Democratic Party of Sweden], the LO, Hjalmar Branting
and in the Dutch-Scandinavian Committee collection.”
The final act of this phase of Scandinavian cooperation
was again a labour congress, in Copenhagen. The interre-
lated topics of industrial democracy and nationalisation
were discussed at this congress. Through the democrati-
sation of industry, ‘an imperative requirement for justice’,
and nationalisation, ‘a social organisation of industry
with planned use of labour, raw materials, energy and
tools in the interests of workers and consumers’. Also ‘the
bureaucratic, capitalistic modes of operation were abo-
lished and ‘fully rational production in accordance with
social needs’ attained as was the object.10

In 1931 Thorvald Stauning, chairman of the Danish
Social Democratic Party and Danish Prime Minister, ini-
tiated the re-establishment of a co-ordination committee.
On 10 August 1932, the Labour Movement Scandinavian
Co-ordination Committee (known as SAMAK since 1985)
was established. The Committee is still active. The fonds




cover the years 1931 to 1991. They contain mainly minu-
tes and other material from committee meetings, gene-
rally two per year; labour congresses in 1965, 1973, 1979,
1982, 1986 (the Centenary Congress) and 1990, confe-
rences such as Europa och framtiden [Europe and the
Future] in 1985, other meetings and reports from the
various countries. There is also material from the wor-
king parties on foreign and security policy, research, local
democracy and the public sector as well as the Swedish-
Finnish industrial policy working party, an economic-
political contact group and an Oresund group. The min-
utes of the Nordic Co-ordination Committee from 1931-
1946 have been published.1! These reports on activities
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in Nordic countries and other appendices have, however,
unfortunately been omitted. Consequently to study this
period it is necessary to consult not just the fonds for the
period but also the fonds of the SAP and LO as well as
personal archives, for example those of Gustav Moller or
Claes-Erik Ohdner. The Co-ordination Committee play-
ed - and continues to play - an important role as a poli-
tical/trade union co-operation body and as a point of
contact for party and LO chairmen and other prominent
figures in social democratic and trade union organisa-
tions. Policies on fascism, the war, aid for neighbouring
countries, positions regarding the internationals, League
of Nations and UN, Nordic security policy, Nordic eco-

1. Speech in Copenhagen in December 1934
Arbetarskandinavismen [Workers’ Scandinavianism], in Per
Albin Hansson: Demokrati. Tal och uppsatser [ Democracy.
Speeches and Essays]. Stockholm 1935, p. 174f.

2. Karl-Erik Persson: Nordiska beklddnadsarbetareunioner. 1897-
1993. [Nordic Leather Workers’ Association. 1897-1993]
Stockholm 1995.

3. Sten Sjoberg: Arbetsmdn i nordisk samverkan. Skandinaviska
dmsesidighetskommittén 1901-1951 [The Working man in Nordic
Collaboration. Scandinavian Committee for Mutuality 1901-
1951]. Stockholm 1951.

4. See also Klaus Misgeld: Den fackliga europaviigen. LO, det inter-
nationella samarbetet och Europas enande 1945-1991 [The European
path of trade unionism. Trade Union Confederation, interna-
tional cooperation and the unification of Europe]. Stockholm
1997.

5. See also Lucy Viedma on Chile, in this book.

6. Martin Grass: Arbetarskandinavism 1912-1920. Kommittén
for skandinaviska arbetarrérelsens samarbete, nigra aspekter
[Workers’ Scandinavianism 1912-1920. Co-ordination
Committee for the Scandinavian Labour Movement, some
aspects], in Arbog for arbejderbeveegelsens historie [ Labour
Movement History Yearbook], vol. 4, 1974, pp. 55-88; Grass:
Fran arbetarkongress till samarbetskommittén. Om
Skandinaviska samarbetskommitténs bildande [From Labour
Congress to Co-operation Committee. On the foundation of
the Scandinavian Co-operation Committee], in Arbetarhistoria,
no. 42, 1987, pp. 5-11; Kersti Blidberg: Splittrad gemenskap.
Kontakter och samarbete inom nordisk socialdemokratisk arbetarrirelse
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Movement 1931-1945]. Stockholm 1984; Blidberg: Just good fri-
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and the Socialist International between Potsdam and Geneva
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7. Martin Grass: ‘... den starkaste brygga mellan Nordens folk
for fredligt arbete...”. De skandinaviska arbetar- och fredsméte-
na sommaren 1914 [‘... the strongest bridge between the
Scandinavian peoples for peace work...”. The Scandinavian
Labour and peace meetings of the summer of 1914], in
Avrbeiderhistorie 1988, pp. 77-105.

8. On the conference and peace work after the outbreak of war
Martin Grass: Friedensaktivitit und Neutralitét. Die skandinavi-
sche Sozialdemokratie und die neutrale Zusammenarbeit im
Krieg, August 1914 bis Februar 1917 [Peace activity and neut-
rality. Scaninavian Social Democracy and neutral collaboration
during the war, August 1914 to February 1917]. Bonn-Bad
Godesberg 1975.

9. Otherwise see in particular Socialdemokratisk Forbund
[Social Democratic Federation] archive in Arbejderbeveegelsens -
bibliotek og arkiv [Labour Movement Library and Archives] in
Copenhagen.

10. C.f. De nordiska arbetarekongresserna under 100 dr. Arbetar-
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years of Scandinavian Labour Congresses. Growth and develop-
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1986.
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nomic co-operation, Europe12 and other current Nordic
and international issues were dealt with at committee
and working party meetings. Interesting comparative
material was acquired from reports from the countries
on activities or special subjects.

An extensive picture of co-operation

The archives and collections from the Nordic Trade Union
Internationals and the NFS together with the Co-ordina-
tion Committee’s archives and the collection from the
Scandinavian/Nordic labour congresses present an exten-

sive picture of the Scandinavian region, the Nordic
countries’ labour movements and the situation in those
countries from 1886 until the 1990s. Mainly through
reports from affiliated organisations and the issues
discussed on which light is shed from the viewpoint of the
various national organisations, we are given the opportu-
nity of a comparative overview whose profundity may be
enhanced by material and information in the archives of
national organisations. We obtain a glimpse of the conti-
nuity of, and changes in, worker’s Scandinavianism. The
change also consists of the world outside the Nordic
countries playing an ever-greater part as a consequence of
the current Europeanisation and globalisation process.

LIST OF ARCHIVES
AND COLLECTIONS

Fackliga landsorganisationernas nordiska samarbete
[Collaboration of Nordic Trade Union Confederations]
(collection) - 1 volume’

Co-ordination Committee for the Scandinavian Labour
Movement - 1 volume

Council of Nordic Trade Unions - 384 volumes
Scandinavian Labour congresses [collection] - 3 volumes
Scandinavian Garment Workers’ Federation - 18 volumes
Scandinavian Builders’ and Woodworkers’ Federation
[collection] - 2 volumes

Scandinavian Factory Workers’ Federation - 22 volumes
Scandinavian Leatherworkers’ Federation - 7 volumes
Scandinavian Transport Workers’ Federation [collection]
- 1 volume

NORSAM - 1 volume

SAMAK - 51 volumes

The center for Scandinavian Workers - 2 volumes
Scandinavian former secretariat [collection] - 1 volume
Scandinavian Capital Cities Regulation Fund - 4 volumes
Scandinavian Leather Workers’ Foundation - < 1 volume
Scandinavian Saddlers’ and Upholsterers’ Federation
[collection] - 1 volume

Scandinavian Woodworkers’ Secretariat [collection]

- 2 volumes '

LITERATURE

Arbetarnordismen - arbetarrérelsens nordiska samarbete, in
Arbetarbistoria no. 42, 1987, pp. 3-24 (contributions to the
6th Scandinavian conference on research into the history of the
Labour movement in Reykjavik, June 1986)

16

Blidberg, Kersti: Splittrad gemenskap. Kontakter och samarbete inom
nordisk socialdemokratisk arbetarrérelse 1931-1945. Stockholm 1984
Blidberg, Kersti: Just good friends. Nordic Social Democracy and secu-
rity policy 1945-50. Oslo 1987

Grafs, Martin: Friedensaktivitdt und Neutralitit. Die skandinavische
Sozialdemokratie und die neutrale Zusammenarbeit im Krieg, August
1914 bis Februar 1917. Bonn-Bad Godesberg 1975

Grass, Martin: Arbetarskandinavism 1912-1920. Kommittén
for skandinaviska arbetarrérelsens samarbete, nagra aspekter,
in Arbog for arbejderbevagelsens historie, arg 4, 1974, pp. 55-88
Grass, Martin: Fran arbetarkongress till samarbetskommittén.
Den. skandinaviska samarbetskommitténs bildande, in
Arbetarhistoria no. 42, 1987, pp. 5-11

Grass, Martin: ‘...den starkaste brygga mellan Nordens folk for
fredligt arbete...”. De skandinaviska arbetar- och fredsmotena
1914, in Arbeiderhistorie 1988, pp. 77-105

Misgeld, Klaus: As the iron curtain descended. The coordina-
tion committee of the Scandinavian Labour Movement and the
Socialist international between Potsdam and Geneva (1945-
1955), in Scandinavian Journal of History no. 1, 1988, pp. 49-63
Misgeld, Klaus: Den fackliga europavéiigen. LO, det internationella
samarbetet och Europas enande 1945-1991. Stockholm 1997. De
nordiska arbetarekongresserna under 100 dr. Arbetarvirelsens
framwiéixt och utveckling i de nordiska linderna. Stockholm 1986
Persson, Karl-Erik: Nordiska beklddnadsarbetareunioner, 1897-1993.
Stockholm 1995

Samrad i kristid. Protokoll frdn den Nordiska arbetarrérelsens samar-
betskommitté 1932-1946. Utg: Wahlbéck, Krister/Blidberg,
Kersti. Stockholm 1986

Sjéberg, Sten: Arbetsmdn i nordisk samverkan. Skandinaviska 6msesi-
dighetskommittén 1901-1951. Stockholm 1951

Martin Grass is a historian and archivist.




















































































































































































































































































































































